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Abstract 
Attention-
siblings, causing disturbances to family functioning. The aim of this study was  to evaluate family functioning in the parents of 
children with ADHD. Families of children with ADHD and those of comparison controls were administered 2 forms of family 
functioning questionnaire; the Chulalongkorn Family Inventory (CFI) and general function scale from the McMaster Family 
Assessment Device (FAD). The sample consisted of 30 families of children with ADHD and 30 control families. The 
sociodemographic characteristics were not significantly different between both groups. The families of children with ADHD 
scored higher at the level of unhealthy function scale of the FAD functioning than those of controls on the general. Also the CFI 
scores were lower in the families of children with ADHD. reflecting poorer function, The family functioning scores of ADHD 
families were less healthy than those of the control group. 
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1. Introduction 
Conceptualized as a neurodevelopmental disorder, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder(ADHD) is 
characterized by developmentally inappropriate inattention, impulsivity, and/or hyperactivity (American Psychiatric 
Association [APA], 1994). The disorder is estimated to occur in 3 5% of school-age children and is often associated 
with significant concurrent and long-term psychosocial difficulties and comorbidities with other psychiatric 
difficulties (APA, 1994). This association is especially true for children with ADHD, combined type and other 
comorbid disruptive behavior disorders such Oppositional Defiant Disorder (ODD) or Conduct Disorder (CD) 
(Power, Costigan, Eiraldi, & Leff, 2004). Research with families of children with ADHD is consistent with much 
research finding parent-child interactional differences between children referred for a variety of behavioral and 
developmental difficulties and typically developing children (Bell & Harper, 1977). Children with ADHD have an 
impact on family functioning because their parents may have difficulties in controlling and disciplining them. They 
tend to use a punitive approach in child rearing(- Woodward L). Therefore, the parents may have problems in 
interpersonal relationship and conflicts in their marriage. It was found in a study by Johnston and Mash that the 
presence of a child with ADHD resulted in disturbances to family and marital functioning, disruption in parent-child 
relationships, reduction in parenting efficacy, and increased levels of parental stress(Johnston and Mash). In this 
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context, family plays an important role in helping children and determining the prognosis. The aim of this study was  
to evaluate family functioning in the parents of children with ADHD. 
 
Methodology  
 
We used casual comparative method in this study with 60 families. 
 
Sampling  
 
The sample consisted of 30 families of children with ADHD and 30 control families. The sociodemographic 
characteristics were not significantly different between both groups.. 
 
Instrument  
 
-The McMaster Family Assessment Device(FAD) is divided into seven dimensions including 
problem solving, communication, family roles, affective responsiveness, affective involvement, behavioral control, 
and general overall functioning. The FAD describes structural and organizational 
properties of the family and patterns of transactions among family members with good reliability and variability. 
The Chulalongkorn Family Inventory was developed by Umaporn Trunkasombat, MD . Derived from the McMaster 
Family Assessment Device, it consists of 36 questions in the Thai language and is adjusted to Thai culture. Higher 
scores of the CFI indicate healthier family functioning. 
 
 
Results and discussion  
 
The sample included 30 families of children with ADHD and 30 families of controls. The results showed significant 
difference between 2 groups in problem solving , communication, roles, affective responsiveness, behavioral 
control, affective involvement and general function.Of the30 children with ADHD, 6were the inattentive type, 4 
were the hyperactivityimpulsivity type, and 20 were the combined type. The sociodemographic characteristics were 
not significantly different between both groups, except for marital status. The CFI scores were lower in the families 
of children with ADHD, indicating poorer function, especially on the problem solving scale. The families of 
children with ADHD scored higher at the level of unhealthy functioning than those of controls on the general 
function scale of the FAD. The general functioning score of the FAD was higher in the families of children with 
ADHD, which reflected a less healthy function. Contrary to the CFI, in which lower scores implied an unhealthy 
function, parentsof ADHD were also found to be less healthy than those of controls. The problem solving score was 
significantly lower in families with ADHD children. it was found in this study that the family functioning scores of 
ADHD families, compared to those of the control group, were less healthy. Family assessment should accompany 
the management of children with ADHD. 
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